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GOD IN THE
TRANSITION
"Change is the only constant in life,” according
to the Greek philosopher Heraclitus. We all
face changes or transitions every day – whether
it is a simple adjustment of the weather, a
complex life move, or the shifting sands of
culture. In this sermon series, we will discover
that Heraclitus is only partially correct, for
there is another constant in life: God. He is
faithfully present with us in the midst of
change.
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WEEK ONE

Gods & Gold
1 Kings 12:25-32

Israel and Judah were split, and Jeroboam set about securing his
kingdom through an evil strategy. Thinking that the people of Israel
might change their minds and be persuaded to return to
Rehoboam if they continued assembling for worship at Jerusalem
during the feasts, Jeroboam decided the most practical course of
action would be to change the religion in northern Israel and
thereby keep the people away from Solomon's temple.
Accordingly, he created two golden calves and placed one in Dan
and one in Bethel. These locations were deliberate. Dan was Israel's
northernmost city and thus would attract worshipers from those in
the far north. Bethel was in Ephraim, near the southern border of
Jeroboam's kingdom and not far from Jerusalem. Being along the
main route to Jerusalem, Jeroboam's new worship center would
attract those formerly accustomed to going to Jerusalem to
worship. Why did Jeroboam choose calves as the primary symbols
of his new religion? No doubt this was influenced by the time he
had spent in Egypt—where bull worship had long been a
prominent feature of Egyptian religion.
John Calvin would later say, “the human heart is a perpetual idol
factory.” Jeroboam’s story is yet another illustration of our perennial
human problem.
Exegetical note: 1 Kings 12:28(b) is a direct quote from Exodus 33:4.

QUESTIONS
1. Jeroboam’s idols were designed to keep him in power and control.
What idols are you looking to in life to give you a sense of power and
control?
2. Often, our idols are revealed by where we spend most of our time,
money,
and energy. Where do you spend these resources?
Yield: One 12-inch Pizza
Prep Time: 2 hr 15 min
Total Time: 2 hr 30 min

PRAYER PROMPT
Heavenly Father, you are faithful to draw me back to you even
when my heart strays. Please show me the idols in my life that are
taking your place and help me to surrender them to you. Amen.

WEEK TWO

Burnout &
Restoration
1 KINGS 19:1-8

Elijah has just defeated 450 prophets of Baal through a dramatic
showdown at Mount Carmel. This is the pinnacle of his prophetic
career. Yet, Ahab, the king of Israel, is left unconvinced that the
God of Israel is the one true God. His wife Jezebel is even less
convinced, and instead of welcoming Elijah, they seek to take his
life. This story reminds us of what Paul would later write in 2
Corinthians 2:2, “[That] in their case the god (Satan) of this world
has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God.”
Elijah responds to this opposition by running into the desert in
cowardly fear. He is faithless, disobedient, and fearful of Jezebel.
So how does God react to the prophet that has abandoned his
mission? God responds by mercifully restoring Elijah physically
through rest and food. Then he provides Elijah with a successor to
carry on the mantle of his ministry.

QUESTIONS
1. Sometimes, God allows us to face
situations that overwhelm us in order that
we learn to rely on him (see: 2 Corinthians
1:8-10). Have you ever experienced
anything like this? How did God show up
for you?
2. Are you exhausted? What do you think
it would look like for God to restore you

2 Corinthians 1:8-10: For we do not
want you to be unaware, brothers,
of the affliction we experienced in
Asia. For we were so utterly
burdened beyond our strength that
we despaired of life itself. Indeed,
we felt that we had received the
sentence of death. But that was to
make us rely not on ourselves but
on God who raises the dead. He
delivered us from such a deadly
peril, and he will deliver us. On him
we have set our hope that he will
deliver us again.

physically, mentally, emotionally, and
spiritually? Will you trust him to do so?

PRAYER PROMPT
Heavenly Father, you are gracious and merciful in times of distress.
Please help me to release my fears and burdens to you and, in
exchange, receive your peace and rest. Amen.

WEEK THREE

Fire & Water
2 KINGS 2:1-14
Whether it’s one presidential administration to the next, or one pastor
to the next, or one generation to the next, the transfer of leadership can
produce fear and anxiety within any organization. The transfer of power
from Elijah to Elisha was no exception to this rule in the Israelite
prophetic community. To make matters worse, the prophetic transition
takes place in a season where Israel is off the rails. Elisha is worried for
good reason. The surprise in the text is that not only does God remain
faithful to Elisha, but He provides him with a double portion of Elijah’s
powerful spirit.

QUESTIONS
1. Have you ever witnessed a
transition in leadership that went
well? What was unique about it?
Luke 11:9-13

2. Do you desire more power from

And I tell you, ask, and it will be

the Holy Spirit? Read Luke 11:9-13.

given to you; seek, and you will

What does it look like to ask for

find;

more of the Holy Spirit?

knock,

and

it

will

be

opened to you. For everyone
who asks receives, and the one
who seeks finds, and to the one
who knocks it will be opened.

PRAYER PROMPT

What father among you, if his
son asks for a fish, will instead
of a fish give him a serpent; or

Holy Spirit, you are the gift that

if he asks for an egg, will give

Jesus promised to his disciples. I

him a scorpion?

want more of you in my life.

who are evil, know how to give

Please fill me with Your Spirit so
that I can be a faithful witness
for Christ wherever I go. Amen.

If you then,

good gifts to your children, how
much more will the heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!”

WEEK FOUR

Empty & Full
2 KINGS 4:1-7

At this point in the history of Israel, many individuals are destitute. It’s
been over 70 years since the wealth of Solomon’s kingdom, and now Israel
and Judah are divided. Many are starving. Amid the turmoil, a widow cries
out to Elisha for help. God responds. He provides enough oil to not only
pay her debts but also provide for her living expenses. He operates in His
title: Jehovah Jireh, “the Lord will provide.” In Jesus' longest sermon, he
takes time to explain God’s provision: (Matthew 6:25-33 below)

“Therefore, I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life
more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the
air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you
by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are
you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow:
they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious,
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

QUESTIONS
1. Where do you have fear in regards to provision?
2. What would it look like in your life to truly trust God as a provider?

PRAYER PROMPT
Heavenly Father, help me to relinquish my fear of lack and trust You
as my God and as my provider. You are able to meet all of my needs
according to the riches of your glory in Christ Jesus [Phil 4:19]. Amen.

MEDITATE ON:
God’s promises of provision. Allow scripture to renew your mind and
transform the way you act, think, and feel. Here are some scriptures on
which to meditate: Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:19; Matthew 6:25-33.

WEEK FIVE

Water &
Wine
JOHN 2:1-12
Cana (literally "place of reeds") is in the hills of Galilee (2:1), though
the exact location isn't certain. Church tradition identifies it as Kefr
Kanna, about four miles northeast of Nazareth on the road to
Tiberius on the Sea of Galilee. Apparently, Jesus' family was friends
(or relatives) of the bride or groom because Jesus' mother and
brothers (2:12) were there; Jesus and his disciples were also invited.
At this wedding celebration, we witness Jesus' first recorded
miracle. Three things stand out from this story. First, Jesus was
invited to the wedding. This first miracle occurred partly because
he was invited into the lives of the people who benefited from it.
Second, Jesus was told the problem. James later writes in the New
Testament, "you do not have because you do not ask." Third, Jesus
surpasses what we can do. In this case, Jesus not only turned
water into wine, but he turned it into "good wine."

QUESTIONS
1. Are there any areas of your life where you have failed to invite
Jesus in? (e.g., your marriage, parenting, career). What would it look
like to invite him into that area?
2. Do you have a need that you have yet to ask the Lord to fulfill?
Share that need with Him.

PRAYER PROMPT
Heavenly Father, it says
Hebrews 4:16, “to boldly
approach the throne of
grace, that we may
receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our
time of need.” We boldly
come to you and lift up
our requests at this time,
trusting in your provision
and love for us. Amen.
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