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Left

to

our

own

devices,

we

tend

to

get

ourselves into all kinds of trouble. This happens
because the human heart is prone to wander
apart from God's direction. In this three-week
preaching

series,

we

see

how

God's

people

become wayward and, more importantly, how
God can get us back on track.
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WEEK ONE

Give Us a King
I Samuel 8:1-22

“When Samuel was old…he made his sons judges over Israel.”
Samuel is one of the godliest men in the entire Bible. Yet he falls
into one of the same traps as his predecessor Eli. He gives his
unrighteous sons power over the people. As a result, the people of
Israel “demand a king.” Samuel takes this request personally.
However, God reminds him, “They have not rejected you, but they
have rejected Me.” Although not part of God’s original design for
Israel, he graciously heeds their request and provides a king.

QUESTIONS
1. Samuel’s first response to the startling request of the Israelites is to go
to God in prayer. No doubt he was offended. How do you think our
response to offenses would change if we first went to the Lord in
prayer?
2. Yield:
PartOne
of the
motivation for Israel wanting a human king was so that
12-inch Pizza
they
be
like every other nation. How often are we controlled by
Prepcould
Time: 2 hr
15 min
Total Time: 2 hr 30 min
the
perceived need to be like people around us? Why is it hard to live

differently than the culture were in?

PRAYER PROMPT
Heavenly Father, as humans, we are tempted to believe that we
know what is best for us. Help us not be wise in our own eyes but
trust You and your perfect will for our lives.

WEEK TWO

(Not) After God’s
Heart
1 SAMUEL 13:8-14

In 1 Samuel 10:8, the prophet Samuel gives Saul specific
instructions: “Then go down before me to Gilgal. And behold, I am
coming down to you to offer burnt offerings and sacrifice peace
offerings. Seven days you shall wait until I come to you and show
you what you shall do.” As Saul waited, he grew impatient and
took matters into his own hands. Just as Saul finished the sacrifice,
Samuel arrived and said, “You have done a foolish thing….” This
seven-day waiting period put Saul to the test. He had two options:
trust in himself or patiently wait on God. He failed.

QUESTIONS
1. What did Saul do wrong? What was the Lord looking for in the
leader of his people? What lessons can we apply from this incident
to our own lives?
2. What does impatience reveal about our hearts? What does it
communicate about our relationship with God?

PRAYER PROMPT
Holy Spirit, please reveal
to us any areas in our
lives where we want to
be in control and are
prone to take matters
into our own hands.
Help us surrender to
You and grant us the
grace to fully lean and
wait patiently on you.

WEEK THREE

Who Will
Deliver
Me?
ROMANS 7:15-25

Like Paul, all Christians find
themselves in a similar
spiritual battle. We want to do
what is right but struggle to
overcome our rebellious, sinful
nature. We fail, we falter, we
do the very things we hate
and know are wrong, and
when we mess up, we can
often grow weary,
disheartened, and even
overwhelmed.
We ask ourselves:
Why is following in the footsteps of Jesus so hard? Why do we do the
things we know are wrong? Why do we continue to sin when we’re
supposed to be redeemed, new creations in Christ Jesus?
Today, in our text, Paul seeks to address these many questions,
describing the battle between sin and righteousness and the allimportant, life-changing power of God’s grace.

QUESTIONS
1. Define a sinful nature. What does it mean to have a sinful nature?
2. Ready Galatians 5:17. Discuss the struggle between living a spiritual
life and the constant temptation of sinful desires as a group. How do
you grow to the point that the desires of the Spirit are stronger than
the desires of the flesh?
3. Read James 1:13-15. Besides prayer and Bible reading, how can a
believer remain strong against temptation?

PRAYER PROMPT
Lord Jesus, help me to desire you more than the desires of my flesh.
By your grace, help me to overcome temptation and follow after you
wholeheartedly.

Notes

Notes
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